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SUBJC MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT REACTION TO ISRAEL MILITARY 
ACTIONS IN SOUTH LEBANON 

REF: A) 77 NOUAKCHOTT 2726 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED-SUMMARY: MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED 
DAILY NEWSPAPER CHAAB, AFTER THREE DAYS OF RELATIVELY LOW KEY 
ARAB NEWS AGENCY COVERAGE OF EARLIER PLO RAID, BEGAN FULL-SCALE, 
FRONT-PAGE DENUNCIATION OF ISRAELI COUNTER MEASURES ON MARCH 16 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WITH NEWS ACCOUNT OF ISRAELI CONTAINMENT, EDITORIAL CONDEMNING 
ZIONIST ANNEXATION POOICIES AND FEATURED PHOTO OF PRESIDENT DADDAH 
MARCH 15 AFTERNOON MEETING NOUAKCHOTT PLO REP ABOU ISSAM. ON MARCH 16 
PLO REP WAS SEEN BY AMBASSADOR IN FONMIN FOUER APPARENTLY WAITING 
FOR AUDIENCE WITH FONMIN MOUKNASS. END SUMMARY. 

2. CHAAB LEAD ARTICLE, APPARENTLY BASED UPON PLO PRESS RELEASES 
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PLACED ISRAELI LOSSES AT OVER 300 DEAD, WITH TWO AIRPLANES AND 
SEVERAL TANKS DESTROYED. ACCOMPANYING EDITORIAL SPOKE OF FIERCE 
RESISTANCE OF PALESTINIANS TO OVER 25,000 INVADERS, AND CHARACTER- 
IZED AGRESSION AS DELIBERATE ISRAELI SABOTAGE OF PEACE INITIA- 
TIVES. EDITORIAL CONCLUDED WITH STATEMENT THAT MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT 
(GIRM) QUOTE CONDEMNS AS ALWAYS ANNEXATION POLICY OF ZIONIST 
STATE, REAFFIRMING ITS UNFAILING AND UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR 
STRUGGLE OF PALESTINE PEOPLE AND FOR ARAB COUNTRIES VICTIMS OF 
ISRAELI AGGRESSION. 

MAURITANIA CONSIDERS ANY JUST AND EQUITABLE SOLUTION MUST INCLUDE 
REESTABLISHMENT LEGITIMATE RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND 
INTEGRAL RESTITUTION OF ALL OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES. END QUOTE. 

3. SIMILAR STATEMENT OF SUPPORT ISSUED BY GREATER YOUTH COUNCIL 
ANDASSISTANT REGIONAL DELEGATE FOR PPM PARTY SECTION OF NOUAK 
CHOTT-KSAR. THUS FAR THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF HAS MADE NO 
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON FIGHTING, MEETING WITH PLO REP ON MARCH 15 
BEING ONLY SHOW OF SUPPORT. IN ADDITION TO MEETING WITH PRESI- 
DENT, PLO REP WAS SEEN BY AMBASSADOR ON FOLLOWING DAY 
APPARENTLY SEEKING AUDIENCE WITH FONMIN MOUKNASS. 

4. CITIZEN REACTION THUS FAR HAS BEEN LIMITED TO FAIRLY BRIEF 
ORDERLY TWO HOUR DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF NOUAKCHOTT PLO 
OFFICE. DEMONSTRATION, WHICH DISPERSED QUICKLY AFTER GIRM 
AUTHORITIES TOOK ONE LEADER INTO CUSTODY, WAS OF SUPPORT FOR PLO AND 
ANTI-ISRAEL. END UNCLASSIFIED 
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5. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL-COMMENT; WHILE POLITICAL DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS ARE HARDLY REGULAR OCCURRENCES IN NOUAKCHOTT, EMBOFF WHO 
OBSERVED THIS DEMONSTRATION CHARACTERIZED SIZE AND EXCITABILITY OF 
CROWD AS FAR INFERIOR TO THAT ENGENDERED BY AUTO COLLISIONS WHICH 
OCCUR IN SAME AREA ALMOST DAILY. WHILE PLO REPS MAY NOT HAVE JOINED 
IN ACTION THEMSELVES, LOCATION OF RALLY AND USE OF BANNERS 
INDICATE SAME BEHIND-THE-SCENES ORGANIZATIONAL PRTICIPATION 

AS WAS APPARENT IN NOVEMBER 1977 DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST EGYPTIANS 
IN AFTERMATH OF ANNOUNCEMENT OF SADAT'S VISIT TO JERUSALEM 
(REPORTED REFTEL). CHAAB EDITORIAL, WHILE REITERATING GIRM 
AND MAURITANIAN PEOPLES SUPPORT OF STRUGGLE OF PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE, POINTEDLY EXCLUDES REFERENCE TO PLO-A POSITION CONSISTENT 
WITH TON POSITION OF SENIOR GIRM OFFICIALS THAT ANY SOLUTION 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IS ACCEPTABLE TO GIRM. 

6. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFF THAT GIRM 
HAD BEEN AWARE OF DEVELOPING ANTI-ZIONIST DEMONSTRATION. HE 
NOTED THAT ONLY LOCAL TARGETS FOR DEMONSTRATORS COULD BE 
EGYPTIAN ORU S EMBASSIES (WHICH ARE LOCATED 75 YARDS APART, 

NEXT TO PRESIDENTIAL OFFICES) AND STATED THAT PRESIDENT OULD 
DADD AH HAD PERSONALLY ORDERED MINISTER OF DEFENSE TO USE ARMY 
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TO CONTAIN AND DISPERSE DEMONSTRATORS SINCE HE HAD LESS CONFI 
DENCE IN LOCAL POLICE EFFECTIVENESS IN THIS SITUATION. KRYZA 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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